
Japanese beetles have 
been emerging across much 
of the GROWMARK trade 
area. Based on earlier 
reports of grub numbers, 
heavy beetle populations are 
expected in many areas. We 
are starting to receive scat-
tered reports of large num-
bers of beetles moving into 
corn and soybeans. 

In corn, treatment of 
Japanese beetles may be 
justified when there are 3 or 
more beetles per ear, silks 
are being clipped to ½ inch 
or less, and pollination is 
less than 50 percent com-
plete. Japanese beetles tend 
to “congregate” in heavy 
concentrations and have a 
very patchy occurrence in 
fields, often concentrating 
near field edges. This should 

be taken into account when 
determining the need for 
insecticide application. 

In soybeans, treatment 
of Japanese beetles may be 
justified when there is 30 
percent defoliation prior to 
bloom, or 20 percent de-
foliation between bloom 
and pod fill. As with corn, 
Japanese beetles have a 
tendency to have clumped 
distribution in fields. This 
should be taken into account 
when making the treatment 
decision.

(excerpt from Production 
Solutions Newsletter)
TIME TO MONITOR 
CORN LEAF DISEASES 

Recent weather condi-
tions in many areas will 
encourage corn leaf infec-
tion by key diseases. In 

fact, gray leaf spot lesions 
have been identified in 
isolated corn fields. Four 
pathogens commonly show 
up in corn: Common rust, 
eyespot, northern corn leaf 
blight, and gray leaf spot. In 
general, these diseases are 
expected to increase follow-
ing pollination. However, 
regional temperature and 
moisture limitations either 
promote or restrict these 
pathogens. Following are 
summaries of favored tem-
perature ranges for specific 
corn leaf diseases. 

Temperature Ranges for 
Common Corn Foliar Patho-
gens 

Common Rust – Favored 
by temperatures between 60 
and 74°F and high relative 
humidity. 

Eyespot – Favored by 
moderate temperatures, high 
humidity, high rainfall. 

Northern Corn Leaf Blight 
– Favored by temperatures 
between 65 and 78°F with 
heavy dew. 

Gray Leaf Spot – Infection 
is favored by temperatures 
between 70 and 90°F, with 
11 to 13 hours of leaf wet-
ness, and very high humidity 
levels. 

As this information indi-
cates, gray leaf spot is likely 
to be the predominant sum-
mer corn leaf disease over 
much of our area. Common 
rust, eyespot, and northern 
corn leaf blight tend to be 
favored by cooler condi-
tions, so they are expected to 
be more common late in the 
growing season, and during 
unseasonably cool weather. 

Be advised that northern 
corn leaf blight levels can 
get quite high on certain 
susceptible hybrids, so don't 
dismiss the importance of 
this disease. Common rust 

Japanese Beetle Management Decisions 
and eyespot typically do not 
result in significant yield 
loss, although the cool, 
wet July last year resulted 
in unusually high levels of 
eyespot. Common rust rarely 
causes significant impact to 
field corn. 

For gray leaf spot, fungi-
cide treatment may be ad-
vised for susceptible hybrids 
when at least 50 percent of 
the corn plants have gray 
leaf spot lesions at least 
3/8 inch in length, by tassel 
emergence, on the second or 
third leaf below the ear leaf. 
(Another “rule of thumb” 
threshold is to spray fungi-
cides on susceptible hybrids 
when the lesions on the leaf, 
two below the ear leaf, add 
up to the size of a quarter, or 
when all the lesions on all 
the leaves add up to the size 
of a dollar bill. Syngenta 
uses a 2-2-1 guideline: 2 
lesions, 2 leaves below the 
ear leaf, on 1 out of every 2 
plants. 

(excerpt from Production 
Solutions Newsletter)
More glyphosate
resistant weeds

Each year we have been 
observing more and more 
fields with what appears 
to be glyphosate resistant 
weeds in our trade area.  Be-
cause of the weather patterns 
of the last few years, more 
fields have been planted to 
continuous soybeans which 
has increased the resistance 
pressure.  We have seen an 
increasing number of fields 
this year that have been 
sprayed with proper rates 
of glyphosate in a timely 
manner but with little to 
no effect on weeds such as 
marestail and waterhemp.  
One field that I am aware 
of had an herbicide ap-
plied last fall which kept 

the field relatively clean 
this spring until around the 
first of May.  But when the 
marestail did emerge, a full 
rate of glyphosate had little 
effect of many of the plants.  
Granted, the water logged 
soils have hampered the 
glyphosate’s ability to work 
but it appears the field has a 
high population of resistant 
weeds.

What is the solution?  It 
appears that in those fields 
where resistance is suspect-
ed, there is a need for a fall 
application of a herbicide 
followed by an early spring 
application and possibily a 
third residual applied after 
the beans have emerged to 
control the waterhemp and 
marestail.
Seed Wheat

As you may remember, 
quality weed wheat was 
scarce last fall.  GROW-
MARK indicates that there 
will be a good supply of FS 
Wheat for this fall’s plant-
ing.  FS will be releasing 
several new varieties this 
fall.  We were able to plant 
most of them in our wheat 
plots and the harvest data 
shows were they are yielding  
equal to if not better than 
the varieties we have had 
available in the past.  As you 
can guess, the supply of the 
new varieties are limited the 
first year of release and we 
will sell out of these quickly.  
Gateway will continue to 
have  a good supply few of 
the varieties that have been 
available the last couple of 
years in order to provide 
quality seed to our patrons.  

Again this year, we will 
be treating all FS Wheat 
with Dividend  and offering 
Cruiser to those who want 
an insecticide applied to 
their wheat.

GATEWAY
NEWS

Gateway FS Employee of the Month
Cathy has been with Gateway since August 2001.  That was 

when Gateway purchased the Tilden Elevator from her family.  
She has worked at the Elevator since she was 13 years of age.  

Cathy and her husband reside in Tilden.  They are big base-
ball and football fans.  Each year they purchase season tickets 
to both sporting events.  

Cathy also enjoys camping, antiquing (?) and she has become 
working on her family’s genealogy.  

Cathy hopes to retire in 2012.  When I asked her what her 
plans were after that, she said she was going home, put her 
feet up and go “Whew, I’m done.”
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GATEWAY FS, INC.
MANAGEMENT STAFF:
	 General Manager................................................Mike Kuhn
	 Grain Manager....................................... Dwight Asselmeier
	 Assistant Grain Manager............................. David Rohlfing
	 Crops Dept. Manager.................................Jerry Roosevelt
	 Petroleum Dept. Manager.......................Dan Rieckenberg
	 Controller................................................... Dennis Ernsting
	 Operations & Structures Manager..................Greg Birchler
	 Credit Manager.................................................. Craig Yoch
LOCATIONS:
Baldwin................................................................................ 785-2650
Evansville - Steven Walter, Manager....................................853-2211
Chalfin Bridge Facility - Ronald 
  Rodenberg, Manager....................................................... 458-6588
Kemper's Landing - Randy Braun, Manager....................... 458-6466
Prairie du Rocher - Jim Reinhold, Manager........................ 284-7200
Percy - Lester Kothe, Manager........................................... 497-2135
Red Bud - Jim Reinhold, Manager...................................... 282-2646
Red Bud Structures............................................................. 282-3454	
Red Bud Structures Toll free Number........................... 866-551-3454
The menu options are:
For Parts & Service.............................................................. “Press 3”
For Construction & Overhead Door Sales............................ “Press 4”
For Paint Service.................................................................. “Press 5”
For Personal Assistance....................................................... “Press 6”
The extension numbers are:
Karen............................................................................................ “10”
Greg ............................................................................................ “12”
Brian............................................................................................. “15”
Glen.............................................................................................  “16”
Jarret ........................................................................................... “18”
Sparta Facility Lester Kothe, Manager................................ 443-2181
St. Mary's, MO LP Sales - Eric Moll, Salesman........1-573-543-5145
Steeleville - Petroleum - Ron Yesley, Manager .................. 965-9435
Tilden - Cathy Pannier Manager.......................................... 587-4009
Warnock NH3 Plant - Kevin Byer........................................ 281-4396
Waterloo Elevator- Randy Floarke, Manager...................... 939-6151
Waterloo Fast Stop - Cheryl Farmer, Manager.................... 939-4979
Waterloo Fertilizer Plant - Ronald 
  Rodenberg, Manager....................................................... 939-8237
RED BUD OFFICE....................................................282-4000

Web site: gatewayfs.com
E-mail: mailus@gatewayfs.com

Get Rebate Ready

Have you purchased an LP furnace, 

water heater, or fireplace in the 

past 5 months? 

You may be eligible for a 

rebate on your purchase! 

 

Contact June at

Gateway FS 

today to hear more 

and to schedule a 

leak test to qualify.

(618) 282-2174
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GRAIN NOTES
By Dwight Asselmeier

In an unusual move, 
USDA is currently re-sur-
veying planted corn acres 
for a report to be released 
in August.  The last report, 
which showed larger corn 
acres than most market 
participants were expecting, 
still contained some acres 
that were intended but as yet 
unplanted due to weather 
delays.  This has the poten-
tial to continue to roil the 
market through fall harvest 
as the magnitude and dam-
age of the planting season 
problems and recent flood-
ing are quantified.  

If the last report was close 
and IF the crop develops 
well despite the late plant-
ing and IF analysts have 
closely guessed flooded 
acreage, corn will struggle 
to maintain current price 
levels.  Those are all pretty 
important IFs to a market 
that’s only marginally well 
supplied anyway.  This can 
and will prove frustrating as 
you try to identify market 
direction or trends.  Seldom 
has a crop developed with a 
wider range of potential fi-
nal outcomes, either in crop 
size or price level.  

On another subject, we’ve 
had the opportunity to learn 
a little more about river 
flooding this spring and 
summer. While the lower 
Mississippi reached historic 
levels earlier this spring, 
driven mostly by the Ohio 
River, and the upper Mis-
souri has recently been near 
record levels in some areas, 
we have so far only seen 
moderate flood levels in our 
area.  You wouldn’t neces-
sarily expect to see historic 
flooding both upstream and 
downstream in the same 
year without seeing higher 
levels than we’ve seen.  The 
location of the rains that led 
to the historic river levels 
was important to the river 
levels that reached us.  Tak-
ing into account only the 
height of the flood crest, 
we’ve frequently seen worse 
than the moderate flood lev-
els we saw this year.  As it 
has stayed at those moderate 

flood levels so long while 
we’ve been receiving huge 
rains that are unable to drain 
to the river, a lower crest is 
little comfort to producers 
who’ve lost so many acres 
to trapped drainage water.  A 
slow fall this late in the year 
will mean many of those 
acres will not be planted to 
anything this year.

It’s with a little mixed 
emotion that I tell you this 
will be my last article as 
I have decided to retire.  
Gateway FS is a solid com-
pany you can be proud of 
and the Gateway FS team 
is a wonderful group to 
be part of.  While I know 
I won’t miss some things, 
like trying to stay on top of 
the risks wild market gyra-
tions put on the grain trade, 
I will miss daily contact 

with co-workers with whom 
I’ve spent years.  I will also 
miss doing business with so 
many people I have gotten 
to know well through the 
years.  We trade hundreds 
of millions of dollars worth 
of grain based mostly on 
everybody’s word over the 
phone being good.  For all 
the bad you hear about the 
world any more, it’s good to 
know that’s still out there.  
Thank You.
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I hope the 2011 season 
is bringing you success.  I 
am writing this as an early 
reminder that I will be mail-
ing the 2012 Agri-Finance 
renewal applications next 
month.  The reason that you 
will get your renewal paper-
work earlier than usual is to 
help you prepare for your 
2012 crop needs this fall and 
to help eliminate any possi-
ble year-end confusion over 
what is for 2011 crops and 
what is for 2012.  This will 
make tracking your inputs 
easier for both you and me.  
Also, you will have more 
time to prepare and submit 
your paperwork before you 
get busy with harvest.

For those of you who are 

unfamiliar with FS Agri-
Finance, this is an operating 
line of credit that finances 
all the quality FS products 
and services you already 
use in your crop produc-
tion cycle - seed, fertilizer, 
crop protection products, 
fuel, propane, buildings, 
and grain systems, as well 
as precision farming and 
custom application services.  
Whatever your FS Agron-
omy Team recommends to 
help you produce a crop, 
it can be financed through 
FS Agri-Finance.  In addi-
tion, your operating line of 
credit may include funds for 
cash rent or other qualifying 
operating expenses.  

This program is designed 
to help make your farming 
business easier by automati-
cally applying your pur-
chases to your line of credit 
each month so you can take 
advantage of all product 
discounts without miss-
ing a deadline, eliminating 
expensive charges on your 
open trade account, and no 
monthly checks to write.  
Interest rates are very com-
petitive compared to other 
local lenders.  The program 
is very flexible by match-
ing your loan payments to 
your marketing plans and 
seasonal cash flow.  Ask 
your salesman or stop by the 
office for details.    

We have initiated the 2011 
Even Pay program for LP 
customers June 1st.  The 
Even Pay program is a great 
tool to stretch your propane 
bill over 12 equal monthly 
payments.  This helps ease 
the pain of having to pay 
one large sum for your pro-
pane usage each time your 
tank is filled by budget-
ing an affordable payment 
each month.  Please call the 
office for details if you are 
interested in signing up.

If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to call 
my office at (618) 282-4004 
ext. 124, my cell phone at 
(618) 567-7470 or email me 
at cyouch@gatewayfs.com.  
I wish you much success 
with harvest this fall.

The Credit Column
Craig Yoch, Credit Manager

Jamie Jones New Employee
Please help me welcome 

Jamie Jones to Gateway FS.  
Jamie has assumed the re-
sponsibility of Energy Sales 
Specialist at Gateway.  

After graduating from 
high school in Glasgow Mis-
souri, Jamie attended Grand 
River Technical School in 
Chillicothe Missouri where 
he received his Diesel Ser-
vices Technology Certificate.  
Upon graduation from Grand 
River Technical, Jamie was 
employed by Sydenstricker 
Implement Company in Ro-
cheport Missouri as a Diesel 
Service Technician.  While 
employed at Sydenstricker, 
Jamie completed the John 
Deere Ag Technician Pro-
gram at Lake Land College in 
Mattoon Illinois.  Last month 

customers on technical dis-
cussions/questions and ex-
panded his knowledge in the 
agriculture economic side of 
the business. While he was 
enrolled at SIU he became 
affiliated with Alpha Gamma 
Rho, the professional agri-
culture fraternity at SIUC. In 
this organization he held the 
position as VNR Recruitment 
Chair,  which enhanced his 
sales capabilities by repre-
senting the organization and 
selling the program to other 
students. Jamie also gained 
some public relations skills 
at Starview Vineyards in 
Cobden, Ill. While he was 
employed at the winery, he 
performed wine tastings and 
served wine to the general 
public. 

Jamie graduated from SIU 
Carbondale where he majored 
in Agricultural Systems Tech-
nology and minored in Agri-
cultural Business Economics.  

This program enhanced 
his ability to interact with 



Page 6 - Gateway News - August/September  2011 

The Paint Corner
By Brian "Boomer" Garleb

There are more than 16.000 
ladder accidents reported each 
year, and more than 300 of 
those result in death. Now is a 
good time to ask yourself two 
important questions: “When 
was the last time I read the 
manufacturer’s warnings 
on my ladders?” and “Am I 
sure to take all the necessary 
safety precautions when using 
a ladder?”

This month, I have 10 safety 
tips for anyone using a ladder.

Inspect your ladder before 
each use. Examine it for miss-
ing parts, make sure shoes are 
secure, and check each step 
for damage and that screws 
and bolts are tight. If you’re 
using a step ladder, make sure 
the spreader braces are not 
bent or damaged. Make sure 
nothing sticky or slick is on 
the steps. If you’re using an 
extension ladder, make sure 
both rung locks are in order 
and test the rope and pulley 
system.

Clear clutter from the area 
surrounding the ladder, and 
make sure there are no slick 
areas where the ladder will 
be standing.

Remember that environ-
mental conditions such as 
wind, snow, and ice can make 
working on a ladder danger-
ous.

Do not use a metal ladder 
when working around elec-
tricity.

Do not put your ladder on 
boxes, barrels, scaffolds, or 
other unstable bases.

When working on a ladder 
in front of a door, be sure to 
lock the door to ensure no 
one opens the door and hits 
your ladder.

Keep in mind the weight 
rating on the ladder. 1AA: 
Special Duty - maximum of 
375 pounds. 1A: Extra Heavy 
Duty - maximum of 300 
pounds. Type 1: Heavy Duty 
– maximum of 250 pounds. 
Type 2: Medium Duty – maxi-
mum of 225 pounds. Type 3: 
Light Duty – maximum of 
200 pounds. To figure out if 
your ladder has the right rat-
ing, add your weight plus the 
weight of your clothing and 

personal protective equip-
ment plus the weight of any 
tools or supplies.

An extension ladder should 
extend three feet beyond the 
surface where you are work-
ing. Don’t step any higher 
than the third step from the top 
of the ladder. Add your height 
plus reach plus highest safe 
standing level to determine 
the ladder height needed.

Keep three points of contact 
at all times when climbing the 
ladder, and do not over-reach. 
Over-reaching is the top cause 
of ladder accidents.

Take care of your ladders. 
Lubricate any moving parts 
regularly, keep the ladder 
clean, and protect ladders 

form heat, weather, and cor-
rosive materials.

I hope these 10 steps will 
be helpful as you work with 
ladders on your next paint 
job. If you have any ques-
tions, please call me at 618-
972-9516 or email bgarleb@
gatewayfs.com


